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Nooze News! 
 

 
Small things can make a big difference. Most 
people immediately think of the help that is given 
to someone or a even a group of people, but it  
could quite easily be something you’ve done for 

yourself but rubs off on everyone else.  
In this months issue of Nooze as well as 
information about the helpers like Suffolk Rover 
Rescue and Suffolk Family Carers, there’s also a 

story from the guys improving their own skills in 
order that they can become BORDA qualified 

marshal trainers. These new skills in turn will be 
passed onto others in the club who want to help 
out by becoming our newly BORDA trained 
marshals.  
There’s also information on how to spend less than 
an hour improving the performance of your engine 
without wielding the spanners or breaking the 

bank...little things! 
Of course exploits in our Land Rovers and the fun 
that brings are also coved as usual. The winter 
Wales trip comes to a conclusion and Rob and 
Ally’s trip through Africa continues, but there’s also 
a report on the fun to be had on the recent Tyro 
Trial at Newbourne. 

Of course there are big things that make a 

difference too and the biggest event in the calendar 
will be complete by the time you read this, that 
being the Suffolk Show. Every year a large band of 
dedicated people help at all of the shows we 
attend, but the Suffolk Show consistently draws the 

biggest crowds and contributes the largest amount 
to our end of year total for our nominated charities.  
Without knowing the final totals I guess it’s a big 
thank you to all who contributed and hopefully 

made the show a successful event for the club. 
Hopefully there will be a show report in next 
months Nooze. Are you the one that wants to write 

about your time at the show and how you were 
able to make a difference? Or would you like to 
write about any other Land Rovering experience 
that you may have had. We’re always grateful for 
your stories and you never know, it might end up 
being selected for a national publication as has 

happened to some of our other recent articles! 

 
All the best... Andy 

SLROC welcomes any 
comments, contributions or 

complaints from our members. 
Send your contributions to: 

Andy Jeff 

51, Woodbridge Road 

Newbourne, IP12 4PA. 

Tel: 07801 470055 
 

Or email me at: 

nooze@slroc.uk.com 

 

COPY DEADLINE: 

15th of the preceding 

month at the very latest 

please. 
 

SLROC uses CB Channel 7 

NOOZE 
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Suffolk Land Rover 

Owners Club 
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taken for the accuracy or  
otherwise of articles or  
advertisements placed. 
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Cover Picture 

‘Jake’ lifting a wheel on the 

recent tyro winch trial at 
Newbourne.   
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Directions to the Newbourne club site 

The club has it’s very 

own off-road driving site 

which we use monthly for 

weekend events, and 

competitions. The site is 

situated to the east of 

Ipswich, near to the    

village of Newbourne. 

Strict rules must be    

adhered to when using 

the site, to protect the 

safety of all users. Please 

keep your speed down  

around the village, and 

especially on the access 

track which has a  5mph 

limit. See you there! 

Badwell Ash 

SITE 

OS sheet 155 grid ref TL 000 693  

Snugg’s Pit 

OS sheet 155 grid ref TL 826 421 

SITE 
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Chat From the Chair 
 

I sit here typing this month’s Chat from the Chair after returning from another 
fantastic weekend camp over at our club site. After arriving on Friday afternoon 
in order to get on top of the grass cutting before the weekend campers arrived, I 
got the caravan setup and settled down for a very chilled out Friday evening. 
Saturday was the Novice winch trial and with six teams entered, they set off for 
what turned out to be a fantastic trial, Brian set a very good trial, set at just the 
right level. I was assigned to marshal Jay Smith and Andy Jeff and despite the 

unrelenting heat, winch man Andy’s competitive nature never waned all day 

(although understandably his pace did slow slightly at the start of their fourth lap 
of the sections!) as a result they were rewarded with winning the trial. Well done 
to all that competed and to Brian and his marshals for running another cracking 
trial. Sunday saw the monthly driving day which turned out to be a very hot and 
relaxed event, there were a number of new faces and due to the dry(ish) course 

conditions, not too much work for the marshal. All in all a great weekend, so roll 
on the next one. 
 
Other news, Pat Corps, Matt Hurst and Dan Rogers, have all successfully passed 

their BORDA In-house trainers course (Well done guys) Pat and the others are 
now in the process of revamping the training course and will start training the 
first batch of marshals in the very near future. Further training sessions to come 

later in the year but Pat will confirm this once dates have been finalised. 
 
A number of you have asked about the return of the clubs Open Day. This was 
discussed at the last committee meeting and provisional dates have been set for 
the 6th & 7th September. The Club open day takes a significant amount of 
organisation and as they say “many hands make light work”, so if any members 

would be interested in helping to run/ organise this years event, please let us 

know either by contacting any of the committee or via the club forum (See “Club 
Events” section) More details will be made available as the plan comes together. 
 
As mentioned last month the new vehicle web site stickers have been ordered 
and should be available by the time you read this issue. It has been agreed that 
a pair of replacement stickers will be issued to those members who currently 

have a vehicle displaying the old SLROC web address. Additional stickers will then 
be available to purchase from the club shop. Also regarding the club shop, in the 

past the club has held a stock of various items and sizes of clothing, it has been 
agreed that in future all items will need to be ordered two weeks prior to 
collection and all the existing stock with the old web address will be sold off at 
half price. While this does mean that items will not be instantly available on the 
day, it means the club doesn’t have large sums on money tied up in spare stock. 

Sue has said that most items are usually available within two weeks but to 
contact her if you have any questions, contact details can be found at the back of 
Nooze.  
 

Right that’s it from me for another month, Happy Land Rovering, 
 

Chris 



EVENTS PLANNER 2014 
This planner is intended as a guide and as such any event may be subject to change.  

 

***Events requiring Pre-Booking are in bold type*** 

Driving Days - Back to £10* for 2014! 

RTV and Tyro Trials - still only £15 Pre-Booked 

RTV and Tyro Trial - Arrive & Drive (where permitted)  £20 

*Don’t forget: It’s only a fiver for each extra driver 

When Club Event Where CoC/Org 

Sat June 14th 1st Training Day & Camp Over Newbourne D. Rogers 

Sun June 15th  Driving Day Newbourne D. Rogers 

Sat July 26th  2nd Training Day & Camp Over Newbourne P. Corps 

Sun July 27th  Driving Day Newbourne P. Corps 

Sun Aug 31st  CCVT Badwell Ash S. Foster 

Sat Sep 27th Tyro CCVT & Camp Over Newbourne D. Rogers 

Sun Sept 28th  Driving Day Newbourne D. Rogers 

Sun Oct 12th Scatter TBC TBC 

Sat Oct 25th Ladies Tyro CCVT & Camp Over Newbourne C. Finbow 

Sun Oct 26th Driving Day Newbourne C. Finbow 

Nov 2nd CCVT  Snuggs Pit TBC 

Nov 23rd  Children in Need Driving Day Newbourne TBC 

Dec 7th  Single Vehicle Winch Trial  Snuggs Pit R. Lambourne 

Dec 28th  Mince Pie Driving Day Newbourne D. Rogers 

 
 
 
 

 
Suffolk Rover Rescue was formed in 1998, to provide a group of volunteers with 
well maintained and equipped 4x4 vehicles able to respond to emergencies and 

situations likely to create danger or disruption to members of the public. A close 
liaison has been formed with the Suffolk County Council Emergency Planning 
Department, the Emergency Services, the Suffolk Voluntary Organisation Group 
(SVOG) and Rover Rescue Groups in Norfolk and Essex. The aim is to provide 

assistance to the normal emergency services or other SVOG members when they 
are stretched to the limit or 4-wheel drive vehicles would be an advantage. 
Membership of Suffolk Rover Rescue is open to members                                                
of Suffolk Land Rover Owners Club. 

There is no further money to pay, other than your annual SLROC membership. 
If you are already a member of SLROC, and would be interested in joining 

Suffolk Rover Rescue further details are available from 
secretary@suffolkroverrescue.org.uk 



EVENTS PLANNER 2014 
This planner is intended as a guide and as such any event may be subject to change.  
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When Show  Where CoC / Org 

Jun 21st-22nd  Vintage Rally & County Fair Goodrich Park TBC 

Jul 5th-6th  Long Melford Show Long Melford TBC 

Jul 12th-13th  Country Fair, Wings & Wheels Heveningham  TBC 

Jul 26th-28th Land Rover Fest Billing N/A 

Aug 17th  Classic Car Show Stonham Barns TBC 

Aug 23rd-25th  Steam and Tractors Stonham Barns TBC 

Sep 20th-21st  Henham Steam Rally Henham Park TBC 

Sept 20th-21st LRO Show Peterborough TBC 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Anybody can become a Family Carer; their life may be restricted because they 

provide unpaid care to a family member, friend or neighbour. Suffolk Family 
Carers provides information, advice and guidance to Family Carers of all ages 
across Suffolk to help them get the support they need to live fuller lives. 
Suffolk Family Carers is 25 years old this year and is BBC Radio Suffolk’s appeal 
charity of the year, working in partnership with them to buy, equip and run a 
Mobile Family Carers Centre which will tour Suffolk taking the charities services 

across the county. The mobile centre will support existing Family Carers, but will 
also work to identify hidden Family Carers who may be unable to access the 
charity’s services due to their caring role. 
As well as being BBC Radio Suffolk’s charity partner for the year, Suffolk Land 
Rover Owners Club have also chosen Suffolk Family Carers as their charity of the 
year. Suffolk Family Carers will have a presence at some of the many Suffolk 
Land Rover Owners Club shows across the county, giving you a chance to find 

out more about the work they do and how they support Family Carers of all ages 
in Suffolk. We, at Suffolk Family Carers, are incredibly grateful to have been 

chosen and look forward to working alongside Suffolk Land Rover Owners Club 
throughout the year. 

Entries in bold type are events where we will be giving 

offroad rides for our charities. 

Your help is as always very much appreciated. 
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Please Support Our Advertisers As They Support Us! 

Please mention ‘Nooze’ when replying to adverts 



Motorvac Engine Decarbonising 
 
Having owned Milo my 1989 G 
reg 110 for a couple of years 
now, I have often noticed how 
the retrofitted 300tdi tends to 

smoke and several people have 
commented on this, particularly 
recently during a recovery 
under load at Newbourne. 

Whilst I have deducted that the 
300tdi engine fitted is from a 
1997 P Reg vehicle as the 

engine number is very close to 
that of Rob Ford’s 1997 300tdi I 
have no knowledge of how 
many miles the engine has 
done, nor how it had been 
maintained prior to my ownership. 

Anyway back to the smoking, Milo, whilst pulling very well has always had a bit 

of a flat spot in his acceleration and this was what started a conversation with Si 
James of Hangar 53 at a recent driving day, also around the smoking and Si 
suggested that it might be worth giving Milo a decarbonising clean.  
This is done using the Sun Motorvac carbon cleaning system that is marketed by 
Snap on and is basically a complete fuel injection and engine de-carbonising 
service. Thinking this sounded rather expensive I was pleasantly surprised to find 

that Si charges a flat £50 for this service at Hangar 53 which when I consider 
what I have spent on “tip in the tank” type cleaners in the past seemed very 

reasonable. 
Anyway a date was agreed, Friday 4th April and on a bright morning trundled 
down to the Hangar 53 premises at Great Wenham just outside Ipswich. The 
premises are light and airy and Si was proud to show me the set up that him and 
Belinda have. They have actually just acquired the adjoining unit to theirs and 

are hoping to start making space frames themselves in the not too distant future.   
The process started with the Motorvac machine being connected to Milo’s engine 
using the specific adapters effectively temporarily replacing the vehicles fuel 
system, the machine itself already having been filled with fresh diesel mixed with 

the Motorvac’s powerful MV3 detergent/cleaning agent.  
The system runs off 12v so after connecting to the battery the machine was 
started and initially the first stage circulated the diesel & detergent through the 

injection pump without the engine running to dissolve the build up of any 
contaminants which were then removed by the filter in the Motorvac machine. 
After this stage was complete the engine was started, again running on the 
diesel/detergent mixture and allowed to idle letting the mixture do its magic.  
During this stage the injectors, intake and exhaust valves, top of the pistons, 

combustion chamber etc. are all cleaned with the carbon deposits being dissolved 

and then passed out of the exhaust and boy did some soot and smoke come out 
of the exhaust when the accelerator was depressed. 
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Once the process was completed the machine was disconnected and the fuel 
lines all re-instated to their original positions – all in all the system took just over 

an hour to complete.  
A good blast down the runway adjacent to the premises saw the rest of the 

deposits from the exhaust cleared and immediately I could feel a significant 
difference in the running of the engine, being much more responsive and smooth 
in the acceleration right up to 80mph, quite nice knowing that as I was on 
private property so there wouldn’t be any Rozzers with a speed gun waiting for 
me! By the time I got back to the workshop the exhaust was running smoke 
free. 

Si had undertaken a smoke analysis before starting the treatment and again did 

this after the blast down the runway that confirmed on paper that the smoke 
levels had decreased. 
Anyway, all finished I left and headed back through the lanes to join the A12 
back up to Ipswich, sitting on the slip I couldn’t help but notice how much 
smoother the engine was idling. I pulled away as soon as there was a break in 
the flow of traffic and was amazed at how Milo smoothly accelerated and then 

finding myself cruising along in the outside lane of the A14 being able to hear the 
radio comfortably at 70 mph made me realise what a huge difference this had 

made and that Milo was probably long overdue for this service. 
On arriving home I parked on the drive and walked in and Sarah was surprised 
to see me as she hadn’t heard me come up the drive again speaking volumes for 
the difference as she normally hears me from the next village when I am coming 
home from work! 

Since having the treatment 
done I have done a significant 
amount of miles both dual 
carriageway cruising as well as 

trundling around our local lanes 
and whilst I have not done an 
accurate mileage check (I 

cannot afford to fill the tank at 
the moment!) am pretty sure 
that the fuel economy has been 
improved also as the needle is 
definitely not moving so quickly 
so all in all an excellent result. 

 Milo is running like a new 
motor after an hour or so of 
treatment and I would be 
happy to recommend this 
service that Si James offers at 
Hangar 53 to anyone who feels 
their landy isn’t pulling how it 

should!   
Give it a try – you won’t be 

disappointed!     
 
Roger Berwick. 



Unit 6 Westmead, Hedingham Rd, Gosfield, 

Halstead, Essex, CO9 1UP 

OVER 30 LED 

LIGHTS NOW IN 

STOCK 

ALL SHAPES AND SIZES, FLOOD & SPOT 

Come and see our fully functioning 

display and see how they perform.  

£19.20 

£82.80—£240 

£30 
£120 

PARTS / SERVICE / REPAIR / MOD’s 
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Winter Wales Expedition Jan 2014 Pt 2 
 

Heading south parallel with the A470 in the Coed y Brenin Forest to re-join the 
main road at Aber Eden.  Bomber lane next, which incurred several road miles 
between the lanes which were a treat, as we found some great views across the 
estuary to Barmouth SH656133.  This was a nice lane in good condition; still 
working our way south we pick up Happy Valley, really nice lane good mix of 
rocky climbs and drops and just a few side slopes to test your nerve SH638006.  

Afterwards a run along the valley to Machynlleth for food and fuel; then a little 
back tracking to find ourselves at Aberdovey seafront for a brew then back to the 
Dovey valley for our next challenge.  Time is moving on now and we must find a 
site for the night SH749036 is the start point for our next lane we run up the 
track only a little way and it appears to be a bit more involved.  So the first few 
in the group carry on up and the tail enders are given instruction to find the 

campsite near Talybont.  We did indeed find a site near a lake.  The next twelve 

or so hours are a blank but I do keep getting the image of some very large cats? 
Aberystwyth first thing in the morning just a week or so since it was hit very hard 
by the storms. What a mess!  The whole beach, prom, including the very heavy 
Victorian railings was right up to the door of the hotels.  Along the seafront work 
was in progress to tidy things up 
and life carried on as normal.  We 

head off in search of the others and 
found them in a lovely little spot 

just finishing breakfast.  Now if we 
had the grid ref for this campsite 
then we would not have had our 
little detour, with its warm shower, 
soft bed, full monty breakfast.  So 

if you catch in a chat between 
friends with comments like “hard 
core four“ and “fluffy five“ its 
harmless banter and it’s that 

banter between friends which 
makes every trip golden. 



 Talybont lanes this morning and a vast network of them all in great condition lose 
rocky base mostly. Lunch time and we find a pub on the A44 at Goginan.  The 

Druid Inn if you get the chance to make it for a meal; the food and atmosphere 
are first class and not bad prices.  With good food in our belles we set of towards 

the town of Rhayader alongside the river Wye Afo Gwy, super little lane just 
outside the town SN961686.  Time yet again is against us and we find what turns 
out to be our last camping site in the shadow of the Claerwen Reservoir Dam 
SN871633.  Nice spot this for camping and as a bonus there were toilets there. 
Time to get pitched; for me and one or two others that’s no hassle at all just roll 
out the bag in the landy and I’m done, so as in previous nights I walk over to 
help out anyone under canvas for the night.  Our Hannah was just getting to 

grips with her tent finding a nice spot for the night so with long bendy poles 
waving around and comments like “I can’t get it in” from the group’s 
photographer, all eyes turned to the young lady in question and what ensued was 
a full-on giggling fit. Fuelled; we find out from a daily diet of Fruit Pastilles 
Hannah’s on an E number and sugar induced rush. 
Chris gets the tri-pod fire stand down and me and Tim set to lighting and 

chopping wood for a nice relaxed evening. This being our last night we all gather 
round for tales and stories from past trips. 

Early start and we are rolling just after 08:00 
up to the dam for some great photos shots of 
the whole group spread out along the top.  
Dropping into the valley, a great lane that 
runs between, Caban-coch Reservoir and 

Claerwen Reservoir, with a ford opposite our 
camp site on the other bank.  We now head 
back up to the top of the dam and take a 
byway which hugs the reservoir on its north 

shore.  There is however a small break in the 
byway that is private land and with 
permission from the land owner we continue 

west to loop round and start the legend that 
is Strata Florida at its Northern end.  This 
being my second time on Strata.  The first 
being a few years earlier, at the beginning of 
my land rover addiction.  A little way in and 
we find more fallen tress chainsaw Rob clears 

a route and with this pause I take the 
opportunity to fit the wading bungs in my 
110, with all the rain of late this may turn out 
to be a wise move.  We move along and find a nice spot for coffee before finding 
the first ford.  All expecting water levels to be high we were pleased in some 
ways but a little disappointed in others no more than about eighteen inches deep.  
So in I go.  I’m lead vehicle now and continue to the bomb hole.  All the group 

gather here for some nice rock crawling and most drive the river bed to the 
crossing point, a bit deeper almost over the bonnet.  You can never be too 

careful here or with any wading.  The large rocks and boulders around prevented 
a nice turn of speed to get the bow wave just right, so steady as she goes and let 
the water in “It’s a defender thing”. Further along we find the last ford and just 
give a thought for our community’s loss at this point. 
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 F i n i s h i n g 
Strata we 

run along to 
a car park 

area just to 
pop springs 
back in that 
have jumped 
off their 
seats, oil and 
w a t e r 

checked and 
we are ready 
for the long 
run home. 
It’s about 
16:00 now 

and to shut 
our eyes for 

half an hour would have been great but we pulled away and headed for home 
stopping only for food and fuel.  All in all a fantastic week no set route or plan; 
just go with the flow, Wales is by far the best laning experience, but not for the 
faint hearted.  Your landy will need its underwear on and in tip top service, just 
for peace of mind that she or he will deal with the worst Wales can provide.  

Will I go back again? I could have turned round at 16:00 that Friday and driven 
back the same way and still have found things that I missed, so yes I shall come 
back and many times after that.  A great week and crew many thanks to all but a 
special thanks to Tim Dyer our guide for the week and Rob Heather for the idea 

of stickers and hoodies mine only comes off to wash I live in it cheers.  LION  
 
Si Bareham 

Tyro Winch Trial Results 
Newbourne 17th May 2014 

 
 

Position Entrant Points 

1st Jason Smith/Andy Jeff 2040 pts 

2nd Chris Cole/Matt Baldwin 1430 pts 

3rd Tim Dyer/David Rolfe 1280 pts 

4th Rob Last/David Roots 650 pts 

5th  Mark Hitchings/Michael Whitting 640 pts 

6th Adam Julian/Adam Lambourne 370 pts 









Tyro Trial Experience 
 

We woke up in the 
morning af ter 
having the little 
sleep that you get 

after a sleep-over 
feeling both exited 
a n d  s l i g h t l y 
apprehensive. Time 

for the hour and a 
half journey to 
Newbourne  i n 

Rosie. Most of the 
way we had our 
feet dangling out of 
the back to watch 
p e o p l e s 
expressions as they 

overtook us on the 

dual carriageway, we had to shout to hear each other but that is all part of the 
fun, isn't it? So anyway, when we arrived, Dad took Rosie through scrutineering 
to make sure the brakes etc. were ok. Then Tara and I each had a go at driving 
round the access track just to get a feel of what it is like and then the fun began. 
  
We drove the trials, first getting larger numbers and then the numbers decreased 

as we became more used to working all of the pedals and getting the hang of the 
steering (because it was in Rosie, she is old so we don’t have power steering). I 

had Hannah Jeff as a co-driver and she is very good but it would have definitely 
helped if I had been listening to her and Tara had Jono Rout co-driving her. By 
the end I had managed to knock a tree and a post over and Tara had smashed 
Rosie into a 
bank so we both 

had our fair 
s h a r e  o f 
bumping into 
things.  

 
Overall it was 
an awesome 

day and if you 
are thinking of 
giving it a try, 
just come along 
and try it! You 

won't regret it!  

 
Beth Rout 
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Training the Trainers 
 
The Suffolk Land Rover Owners Club is probably the first, if not the only club to 
have not just one, but three BORDA qualified Internal Trainers. 
 
All three of us agreed to drive up to Newton Longville to our Bed & Breakfast for 

the Sunday night, so as to be fresh faced and bright-eyed for our 09-00hrs start 
on the 12th May at the Experience the Country training facility near Milton 
Keynes.  

We had already browsed the course profiles and topics, and were aware of the 
Pass or Fail criteria, but were completely unaware of what lay ahead of us – there 
seemed an awful lot to cover! 

 
Day 1 
After some introductions and classroom activities, we were then being assessed 
on our Knowledge, Vehicle handling and Off-road Driving ability. 
It was like being 17 again, back at driving school with the instructor and his clip 

board – ticking things off and making notes!! 

We had no idea really what he was thinking at this stage, and whether all that 
scribbling was good or bad news for us! 
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Day 2 
After a long evening of studying and swotting, we returned to the classroom – at 

least we were invited back for day 2 and not thrown out after Day 1 – that’s got 
to be a good thing! 

Mark Stopps our BORDA assessor continued throwing different scenario's at us; 
both in the classroom and out in the vehicle - all of which we took in our stride. 
The day past very quickly, covering the ups and downs of the training ground.  
The Tuesday evening saw the three of us again swotting up, and jigging and re-
jigging our Power-point presentation in readiness for the final day, and Matt 
virtually re-writing the Marshal Training Manual using lots of really great 
information and notes from the 2 days training. By 22:30 we thought it was 

really time for bed! 
 
Day 3 
Crunch time! - our time had come to prove to Mark that we had taken on board 
everything he had taught us, and that we could in fact perform the tasks and 
instruction properly and to a high enough standard. Presentations first – we 

proudly used our own SLROC customised deck, and went through the various 
aspects of classroom work, before heading out to the courses. 

During the work out on the courses, our Instructor Mark took on the role of a 
(very stupid) trainee! – We had to take him from complete novice to a competent 
off-road driver. 
Starting from the very basics, and with him playing the fool at various points, 
throwing completely unexpected scenarios at us (like trying to drive out of ruts 

into the hedge, constantly speeding and free-wheeling backwards down a hill!) 
we had to demonstrate confident and clear instructions, keeping control of the 
vehicle and situation at all times. 
Everything turned out successfully, and the three of us had passed. The final 

challenge Mark set us was to drive a reverse steering discovery through a slalom 
course and back into a coned off garage. 
Once again Mark hadn't beaten us! 

So we are now in a great position as a club, 
having 3 in-house trainers – we are in the 
process of organising and updating various 
pieces of documents and processes – you 
may see some changes in the future, and 
we are also planning the upcoming Marshal 

training courses. 
Where as in previous years, the SLROC has 
mass trained Marshals, in order to meet the 
BORDA criteria, each Internal Trainer will be 
training to a 3:1 ratio.  
The Training Days of June 14th and July 
26th, will both be Marshal Training, and we 

will be looking to schedule more dates as 
soon as possible. 

 
Pat Corps,  Matt Hurst,  Dan Rogers.   
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26 Countries... 26000 miles... 

Zero Punctures! - Part 17 
 
Day 100, 10/3. Gateway Hotel, Aboekuta, Nigeria 
7°07.99'N 3°20.91'E. Miles today 143, Total Miles 9349 
Here's an interesting statistic…US$352 billion has been stolen or misused since 
the oil came on tap in Nigeria: four times the value of all western aid given to the 
whole of Africa in the last forty years. And so with this in mind, we cross over 
into Nigeria. Whoa, we were greeted with sheer poverty, dusty roads and litter 

everywhere. With no sign of customs or immigration and after a few wrong 
turns, we were directed to "just go straight. " We have now realised that this is 
the answer every Nigerian gives when asked for directions. The concept of 
direction, time or distance is irrelevant. So we continued to "just go straight" 
with no luck in coming across anything that remotely resembled a customs or an 
immigration office. However, we were soon to be met by the first of, believe me, 

MANY, police checkpoints. Just a few men hanging around under a tree but with 
a narrow block of wood in the road made lethal with a number of nasty nails 
spiked into them. Designed to murder all 4 of your tyres in one shot, should you 

not stop. After checking our vaccination documents and thoroughly paging 
through our passports, they gave us the bad news, "Oh no my friend, you have 
not got your entry stamp, you must go back to the border." "But where?" we 
asked. "Oh, you just go straight….."  

In the end, we were escorted back to the border. No sniffer dog let alone human 
being would ever have found this decrepit building. A real shocker tucked away 
miles from the border. The official on duty was asleep and once woken from his 
slumber, continued with our formalities wearing what can only be described as 
his pyjamas. Outside, clouds were forming fast and a massive tropical down pour 

escorted us back on the road. What a blessing though, as we managed to fly by 
about 12 checkpoints (no spikes in the road either, as not one policeman fancied 

getting wet!) Alas, the rain soon let up and the relentless stops began again.  
Most of them were super friendly, amazed at our journey and when asked if we 
had anything for them, all we offered was a handshake and they seemed well 
chuffed with that. 
 We drove into the first town of Abokeuta around rush hour Now that was a silly 
idea. Hours later, on the way out, we spotted a sign for the Gateway Hotel. We 

had to wait for ages for the manager to finish his dinner before we could ask 

permission to camp. By now, it was almost dark. He advised us that it wasn't 
safe, as there is a bit of political unrest at the moment with the elections coming 
up next month. Great! However, he did give us great deal (60% discount) on a 
room with air-con, two M-Net channels, a fridge, a bath and carpets. I tried to 
ignore the peeling paint, missing cupboard doors, cold water and no light fittings. 
However, it was our whole days budget gone, which meant more corned beef 

sarnies for dinner. 
Day 101, 11/3. Bush camp, 5km along Ilorin bypass, in incomplete fuel 
station, Nigeria. 8°25.43'N 4°27.42'E. Miles today 161, Total Miles 9510 

We stayed in our fancy room until housekeeping threw us out and went in search 
of some money changing. They don't make it easy here in Nigeria. The hotels 
won't change for you, don't even bother with the banks, there are no ATMs and 
don't even think about using your credit card!  
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Our only option was to drive to 
Ibadan in search of some black 

market Naira, which we were 
advised was outside the mosque. 

Well, lets just say there are a 
number of mosques in Ibadan. We 
asked a very helpful man who 
jumped on the back of a mobylette 
and showed us the way. We 
changed with Roya, who gave us a 
good rate but also advised us to be 

aware that Nigerians charge what 
they like according to who you are. 
Great. This proved to be true five 
minutes later on our first purchase 
of some coca colas. "Oh, no, sorry but the price has changed today."  
Overpriced cold cokes in hand, we drove north towards the capital of Abuja, as 

we planned to avoid Lagos and we had agreed to meet Tatjana and Michael there 
to get our visas for Angola. We were met with very bad roads with corrugation, 

deep ruts and huge potholes and that's all just in the tarmac. This together with 
hundreds of trucks driving exceptionally badly proved quite stressful but was 
enlightened by the now very entertaining police checks. You just have to laugh. I 
found them especially amusing. Some with guns and camouflage and attitude, 
some just with guns, others just curious and in casual Nigerian attire. Rob was 

getting pretty good at sussing out the silly ones and just speeding through them. 
At dusk, we pulled into an abandoned fuel station and slept in the back of the 
landy, keeping a low profile just quietly munching on tuna sarnies. 
Day 102, 12/3. Seraton Hotel 'drivers village', Abuja, Nigeria 

9°03.69'N 7°29.06'W. Miles today 280, Total Miles 9790  
Up at dawn and more scary roads and silly driving and endless checks. We have 
several approaches for these checks. Quite often, we just keep driving. This 

really annoys them but they are too lazy to chase after you. Or you overwhelm 
them with greetings, handshaking etc, which leaves them a bit dumbstruck and 
they wave you on. Quite a fun game actually. I so want to video one but just it's 
just not worth the risk of getting caught. We arrived in Abuja in the early 
afternoon. Rumour has it that you can camp for free in the carpark of the famous 
Sheraton Hotel. So we sat down in the very posh bar and ordered two cokes, 

which by the way added up to one thirds of our days budget but hey, we got ice, 
lemon and peanuts! Before we enquired about this camping malarky, we realised 
that a quick trip to the powder room was needed. My whole face was literally 
black from exhaust fumes and Rob was looking pretty grimy too. They were 
delighted to let us camp and from then on we became known as "the tourists" in 
this luxury business haven. Our camping quarters were a little grim but we could 
use the pool and the loos and showers in the squash courts.  We wandered over 

the road to Mr Biggs for Nigerian spicy chicken and jolloff, cold cokes and a dose 
of politics on the telly. Tomorrow's mission is to try and sort our Angolan visas. 

These are like gold dust and notoriously difficult to obtain. If we don't get these 
visas, our trip would literally be over as there is no other way round. Central 
Congo is just not an option right now. Please please please let us get these visas!  



Summary of SLROC Committee Meeting. 
Date: Wednesday 2nd April 2014 

Attendees: Chris Finbow (Chair), Michael Whitting (Minutes), Andy Jeff, Simon 
Turner, Pat Corps, Alan Scott, Alan Pole, Andy Beevers, David Rolfe and Hannah 

Jeff. 

Apologies: Dan Rogers, Neil Warden. 

Previous Meetings Minutes: 
Agreed 

Actions from previous meetings: 

01-01-14 – CF to contact SR re: Club shop – Done 
02-01-14 – DR to get cost of solar panels 

04-01-14 – CF/PC to review paperwork for BORDA and IOPD – ongoing 
05-02-14 – CF to reply to CR re: November Committee meeting – Done 
06-02-14 – Trailer to be collected from Jono – To be collected 05/04/14 
07-02-14 – CF to update site map – Done 
01-03-14 - AJ to register new domain name - Done  

Membership 

AP 174 full members, 83 joint member and 35 junior members 
7 New Full Members and 7 new joint members 

Finance Report 
AB Monies in bank £8383.78. 
AB Bank account had been hacked in the past month and 3 payments were 

made. Money has now been returned to the SLROC bank account and the bank is 
now investigating the payments. 
AB invoices to NOOZE advertisers to be sent out shortly. 
AB awaiting payment from Circo for helping the Butley Nurse. 

Club Site – DR report via CF 
I have still not had any response from the 2 potential digger drivers so nothing 
booked as yet regarding a maintenance day. I did have a day at the site on 15th 
March. I have re-roped the car park area and replaced posts where they were 
needed and also cleared the woodland course of overhanging branches, there I 

also a 12v outlet in the new club house. I have all the parts needed to build a 
240v caravan hook up it’s just a question of finding time to build it. 

 Website and Social Media 
No report from HJ. 
AJ New website up and running and being populated at the moment. 
AJ to add membership forms and committee contact pages to website. 
AJ forum up and running and currently has 78 members and 700 posts at this 
time. DR and HJ are Administrators for the forum and day-to-day duties are 

being passed to them from AJ. ALL committee members are Moderators. 
**AJ to transfer ownership of the website/domain name and forum to SLROC. 
AJ has added link on the website for Scottish LROC after a conversation with one 

of their committee members in the same way as they have done for us. 
HJ talking to several members re: Getting past events photos for the website. 
HJ new facebook page and place confirmed and set up for SLROC. 
AJ committee position email accounts now up and running. 
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Nooze: 

AJ has ordered 200. 
- 7 given out by hand 
- 181 posted (19 complimentary) 

- 27 sent via Email 

Events 

NW not present, no report given. 
CF events training day will now be held at Stonham Barns due to the location of 
the seesaw.  
ST all paperwork for the Suffolk Show has now been submitted to the organisers. 

Public Relations 
ST still waiting meeting from Suffolk show PR officer. 
AP will now be writing an article about the Life Saver water bottle. 
ST has been in contact with Town102. Poor weather interview cancelled and will 
now be re-scheduled to be for the Suffolk show instead. 

Safety and Training 
PC has been in contact with the course organiser and 12th, 13th and 14th May 

have been agreed for training to be held.  

PC to arrange for the invoice to be sent to AB once received. 

Club Shop Report from SR via CF 
Total stock with ‘www.slroc.com’ currently £645.50, this includes key rings and 
tax discs as well as clothing and stickers (Luckily all the panel stickers and 
window stickers don’t have the web address on). I’m still awaiting response from 
the company re: cost of new set up charges for embroidery and also for vehicle 
stickers. I am also still waiting for the cost for event stickers. I will be chasing 
them both again today. 

Competitions 
D Rolfe and CF have had a meeting for the hand-over of duties and insurance 

etc.  
D Rolfe there are currently 9 competitors pre-booked for the CCVT on 6th April. 

Correspondence 

No correspondence. 

Rover Rescue 

AS scatter day went well even though there was only a small turnout of Rover 
rescue members. 

IOPD 
CF has emailed Steve Muerty at IOPD re: the Single day competition licences and 
is awaiting a reply. 

AoB 
AJ needs AGM reports to print in Nooze. 
AB proposed that AJ and CF become company directors. Proposal seconded by 

PC. 
CF is to organise a mutual date for the 4 club officers to meeting with DH to 
discuss the recent happenings within the club. 
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It was voted upon by the committee that the Club President would no longer be a 
committee position by majority vote. 

CF proposed that Ralph Lambourne be put forward for the position of Club 
President as they have discussed. This was seconded by AS. 

Meeting Closed 22:05 

Next meeting scheduled Wednesday 7th May 2014 

Summary of new actions 
01-04-14 AJ or D Rolfe to write an article about 6th April CCVT for publishing in 

‘The Landy Magazine’ 

02-04-14 CF to call Terry Gant regarding show dates that the seesaw will be 
required for. 
03-04-14 CF to call site landowners re: use of the site for a camp over on 18th 
April 2014. 
04-04-14 AP to write article about the ‘Life Saver’ bottle for ST 
05-04-14 HJ to create ‘Club in the media’ and ‘Chosen charities’ pages on the 

new website 
06-04-14 ST to write to Man Utd charity re: SLROC having them as a chosen 
charity 

07-04-14 CF to request a breakdown of stock from SR 
08-04-14 AP to send membership forms to CF in order to be altered to contain 
2 committee member signature sections to enable joining and participating at 
driving days and competitions. 

09-04-14 CF to contact SR re: getting further quotes for the printing of SLROC 
show stickers and to confirm if quote is for 1000 pages of stickers or 1000 
stickers. 
10-04-14 AP to forward Finance report to AJ 

Outstanding Actions at 02-04-2014 
04-01-14 – CF/PC to review paperwork for BORDA and IOPD – ongoing 

06-02-14 – Trailer to be collected from Jono – To be collected 05/04/14 

A letter from the Newbourne Village Hall Committee to whom we make a small 
donation every year for their help and understanding with our activities. 
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SLROC CLUB SHOP 

 

Clothing, Stickers, etc 

 

All clothing is available to order in a range of sizes and colours, 

just ask! 
 

 

 

Prices are correct at time of going to print but may be subject to change.  

T-Shirt £10.00 

Polo Shirt £13.00 

Sweatshirt £16.00 

Hoodie £16.00 

Rugby Shirt £24.50 

Fleece £20.00 

Bomber Jacket £32.00 

Overalls £34.00 

Children’s T-Shirt £9.50 

Children’s Polo Shirt £11.50 

Children’s Fleece £19.50 

Children’s Polo Hoodie £14.00 

Children’s Bomber Jacket £29.00 

Baseball Cap £10.00 

Embroidered Hat £10.00 

Door / Panel Sticker £4.00 

Small Sticker £1.00 

Window Sticker £1.00 

www.slroc.uk.com Sticker (Black, Orange, Silver, 

Yellow, Red & White) 

£1.50 

Cap Light £3.00 

Childs Hi-Viz Vest £2.50 



SLROC CLUB SHOP 
 

Recovery Gear 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now also stocking Rover Rescue items– please enquire. 

Prices correct at time of going to print but may be subject to 

change without notice. 

The Club Shop is at most events, and items are also available from: 
 

Susan Robinson: 01728 648283 

Email: clubshop@slroc.uk.com 
 

Please get in touch if you wish to collect items from a Show. 

Items will soon be featured on our web site at www.slroc.uk.com 

Prices correct at time of printing but maybe subject to change 

2M Bridle £21.00 

8M Rope  £36.00 

10M Rope  £40.00 

Bow Shackle £6.50 

Jate’ type Recovery Ring £15 .00 

Rigger Gloves (1 pair) £1.00 

http://www.slroc.uk.com


CLUB PRESIDENT 

Ralph Lambourne 
 

ROVER RESCUE CHAIRMAN 

Alan Scott 
 

 

CHAIRMAN 
Chris Finbow 

07771 588298 

chair@slroc.uk.com 
 

 

CLUB SECRETARY 
Michael Whitting 

secretary@slroc.uk.com 
 

TREASURER  

Andy Beevers 
Tel: 01206 385678   

andrewbeevers@thinkpositive.co.uk 

 

VICE CHAIR & CLUB MAGAZINE 
Andy Jeff 

07801 470055 
vicechair@slroc.uk.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
Alan Pole 

42 Rosecroft Close, Clacton-on-Sea  
Essex CO15 4RE 

01255 431608 or 07771 678282 

membership@slroc.uk.com 

 

CLUB CONTACTS 

Please note: Some of the Committee Members have requested that details of their addresses are not 

published within the newsletter for personal reasons. Please do not let this put you off contacting any of 

the Committee, they will be only too glad to receive phone calls (as long as they are at a reasonable time 

of day, say no later than 9:30pm).  



OFF ROAD SECRETARY  
Dan Rogers 

07780 847157 

offroadsec@slroc.uk.com 

 

SAFETY & TRAINING OFFICER 
Pat Corps 

07887 500799 
safety@slroc.uk.com 

 

SHOW CO-ORDINATOR 
Neil Warden 

07850 168902 

events@slroc.uk.com 

 

COMPETITION SECRETARY 

David Rolfe 
compsec@slroc.uk.com 

 

CLUB SHOP 
Susan Robinson 
01728 648283 

clubshop@slroc.uk.com 

 

CLUB P.R. & PROMOTION OFFICER 

Simon Turner 

07712 657778 

pr@slroc.uk.com  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA & WEB SECRETARY 
Hannah Jeff 

websec@slroc.uk.com 
 

CLUB CONTACTS 

If you have any mail you wish to pass on to a Committee Member then it can be sent via any of the 

published addresses above. The Committee also respects the privacy of each and every Club member, 

and to that end, we do not give out details of Club members to any other  organisation. 



Important Information 
 

On entering the access lane to the site, please adhere to the 5mph 

speed limit. Failure to do so, may result in removal from the site with no 

refund of fees. 

If only watching or socialising, please turn right to park in the 

rear car park. Do not park in the main car park or proceed to 

signing-on/scrutineering. 

Trailers to be parked in designated area in main parking area. 

If taking part in the event please stop at the signing-on hut first:  

For insurance purposes, membership cards must be available for  

inspection at any club driving event, if requested. Only members holding 

a full UK driving licence* and who have signed on, may drive at any 

club event. *With the exception of ‘Tyro Trials’ where Supplementary  

Regulations may allow drivers of 13 years and upwards. 

Then continue to scrutineering: All vehicles must be scrutineered prior 

to driving onto the courses. Minimum requirements for recovery points 

are two-points at the front with bridle, and manufacturer’s tow hitch at 

the rear or two ‘Jates’ and bridle. Please fit bridle before scrutineering. 

Seat belts (inc. lap-belts) must be fitted and worn by all occupants. 

(No belt, no ride. This is for your own safety). 

Once signed-on and scrutineered, you may continue to the parking area. 

All loose items must be removed from the vehicle before going on the 

courses. Vehicles will be checked for these items and stickers.  

15 mph site speed limit 

No driving along the footpath at the bottom of the site, except at the 

designated crossing point for access to and from the Woodland Course. 

All recoveries under the supervision, and at the discretion of a  

Marshal. All facets of winching operations may only be carried 

out by persons aged over 18, including rigging.  

Pedestrians must not walk on the courses, only the access roads- 

this is for your own safety.  
 

Children remain the sole responsibility of parents/carers at all 

times and those under 14 must wear a Hi–Viz vest whilst outside 

a vehicle (this applies to all areas).   

Dogs must be kept on leads and under proper control at all times. 

It is the responsibility of the owner to clear up after your dog(s).  

Do not drive roped-off areas.  

Do not remove ropes or posts unless instructed by a Marshal. 

No motorcycles or quad bikes. 

Strictly no drinking and driving. 

No tractor, Implement or overly-aggressive treaded tyres. 

Please take all your litter home with you. 

The Marshal’s decision is final 






