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We would like to thank  
BETTAPRINT Woodbridge Ltd 

For their help in producing 
Nooze 

Nooze News! 

 

As ever, this months Nooze is a mixed bag 
covering a wide variety of subjects! As well as 

continuing our trip through Africa with Rob and Ally 
who’ve reached the Congo-Cabinda border, there’s 
results from the recent trial weekend at Newbourne 
- and what a busy weekend that was - with a 
report from Rowley Hill who won the day-into-night 
trial. There’s an in depth guide to splicing from 
Chris for those caught out with a broken winch 

rope and Jay Smith recounts an intriguing trip 
undertaken last year. 
 
One of the most encouraging ‘Nooze stories’ 
recently has been the amount of coverage that we 
seem to be getting in the national Land Rover 

press. Stories from Nooze have been cropping up 
all over including ‘Land Rover Monthly’ and ‘The 
Landy’ to name just a couple and whilst we’ve 

always nurtured a good relationship with 
publications beyond our club, it’s always nice to see 
things cropping up about our club for a larger 
audience! 

 
Of course you can’t get away without a prod for 
extra material for Nooze and keeping stories of the 
adventures coming in that all you out there get 
involved with keeps the wheels in motion and fills 

the pipeline that drives our success in the 
nationals. There’s never too much coming in and 

we’re always appreciative of any relevant story 
coming in so don’t be backwards in coming 
forwards - drum banging over for now! 
 
Soon we’ll be into the 2015 ‘Show Season’ and 
we’re glad to say that it looks like things are 

coming together very well and we’ll be putting out 

calls for helpers and drivers as per usual from the 
beginning of next month when the first event at 
Stonham Barns opens its gates on April 11th. I’m 
sure that all those who have taken part in these 
events before will be looking forward to getting 
back into the swing of things and helping to raise 

funds! 
 
 

All the best... Andy 

SLROC welcomes any 
comments, contributions or 

complaints from our members. 
Send your contributions to: 

Andy Jeff 

51, Woodbridge Road 

Newbourne, IP12 4PA. 

Tel: 07801 470055 
 

Or email me at: 

nooze@slroc.uk.com 

 

COPY DEADLINE: 

15th of the preceding 

month at the very latest 

please. 
 

SLROC uses CB Channel 7 

NOOZE 
is the “mouthpiece” of the 

Suffolk Land Rover 

Owners Club 

The opinions expressed in this 
publication are not necessarily 
those of the Editor, Committee, 

Club or Company. 
Neither can responsibility be 

taken for the accuracy or  
otherwise of articles or  
advertisements placed. 

 

All logo’s, legends and artwork 
remain the property of SLROC  
and may not be reproduced 
without permission from the 

Committee. 
 

©2002-2015 Suffolk Land 
Rover Owners Club Ltd 

SLROC Supports both national 
and local 4x4 response groups 
 

Cover Picture 

Ed Fleming driving to second 
place in the recent Tyro Trial at 
Newbourne. 
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Directions to the Newbourne club site 

The club has it’s very 

own off-road driving site 

which we use monthly for 

weekend events, and 

competitions. The site is 

situated to the east of 

Ipswich, near to the    

village of Newbourne. 

Strict rules must be    

adhered to when using 

the site, to protect the 

safety of all users. Please 

keep your speed down  

around the village, and 

especially on the access 

track which has a  5mph 

limit. See you there! 

Badwell Ash 

SITE 

OS sheet 155 grid ref TL 000 693  

Snugg’s Pit 

OS sheet 155 grid ref TL 826 421 

SITE 
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Chat From the Chair 
 
As we head into March and the nights continue to draw out, it’s nice to once 
again be able to travel to and from work in day light and the ritual scraping of 
the windscreen becomes a far less frequent occurrence. But sadly it also means 
that the chances for getting to play in the White Stuff is also slowly fading away, 

while there is always the outside chance it looks more and more likely the snow 
shovel will go another year without getting christened!  But on the up side with 
spring just round the corner my thoughts are turning to the long list of jobs that 
need doing on the Disco that I’ve been putting off for the past months due to 

the cold and wet. And to the choka-block calendar of events we have this year, 
only 6 weeks to the first show! and plenty of competitions as well. 
 

Which leads me onto the first trials of 2015 that took place at Newbourne at the 
start of last month, both events saw a fantastic turn out, well into double figures 
for both. Saturdays Day into Night Trial has always been a firm favourite and 
again added the challenge of darkness to the normal CCV trial format. Sunday 
was the first Tyro of the year and included new and seasoned trialers alike. A 
number of “lapses” in concentration by the more experienced competitors saw a 

very close set of scores and some new names to the top of the score sheets. 

Many thanks to Terry and Michael for helping to setup the previous weekend in 
the rain and sleet and to all the marshals who helped over the two days. And to 
all the competitors for making both events run so smoothly The new format for 
running the sections worked extremely well and allowed extra sections to be 
included, a format here to stay I feel, but the reason for the change was driven 
by the lack of marshals/observers. While our driving days are well attended by 

Marshals we’re finding that many marshals end up competing in the trials 
therefore leaving us a little short of help on the day. The last thing I’d want is 

for people to feel that they can’t trial due to a lack of marshals and we’ll always 
find a solution on the day. However, Matt, Dan and Pat will be running more 
Marshal training courses over the next few months so if you’re interested in 
getting involved please get yourself in touch and they will be more than happy 
to let you know what’s involved and book you onto a course. 

 
Lastly from me for this month is to mention again the AGM later this month. 
Being held at Newbourne during the lunch break of the March Driving Day, it’s a 
chance to hear summaries of the year just passed and a look at the year ahead. 

And finally to vote in those members wishing to serve on the committee for the 
next 12 months. As with last year we will keep an eye on the weather and if 
required erect the clubs marquees to give some shelter to the proceedings. I 

look forward to seeing as many of you as possible, until then. 
 
Happy Land Rovering 
 
Chris. 



EVENTS PLANNER 2015 
This planner is intended as a guide and as such any event may be subject to change.  

 

***Events requiring Pre-Booking are in bold type*** 

Driving Days - £10* 

CCVT and Tyro Trials - still only £15 Pre-Booked 

CCVT and Tyro Trial - Arrive & Drive (where permitted)  £20 

*Don’t forget: It’s only a fiver for each extra driver 

When Club Event Where Org 

March 8th  Single Vehicle Winch Trial Snuggs Pit D. Rolfe 

March 15th  Driving Day & AGM (12:30-
1:30pm) 

Newbourne C. Finbow 

March 29th  CCVT  Badwell Ash D. Rolfe 

April 18th  1St Training Day & Camp Over Newbourne P. Corps 

April 19th  Driving Day Newbourne TBC 

May 16th Novice Winch Trial & Camp 
Over 

Newbourne TBC 

May 17th  Driving Day Newbourne J. Smith 

June 13th 2nd Training Day & Camp Over Newbourne P. Corps 

June 14th  Driving Day Newbourne TBC 

July 25th  3rd Training Day & Camp Over Newbourne P. Corps 

July 26th  Driving Day Newbourne TBC 

Sept 6th  CCVT Badwell Ash M. Whitting 

Sept 26th Tyro CCVT & Camp Over Newbourne M. Whitting 

Sept 27th  Driving Day Newbourne TBC 

Oct 24th “Ladies” Tyro CCVT & Camp 
Over 

Newbourne C. Finbow 

Oct 25th Driving Day Newbourne C. Finbow 

Nov 8th CCVT  Snuggs Pit TBC 

Nov 22nd  Children in Need Driving Day Newbourne H. Jeff 

Nov 29th  Single Vehicle Winch Trial  Snuggs Pit R. Lambourne 

Dec 27th  Mince Pie Driving Day Newbourne D. Rogers 

4 
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EVENTS PLANNER 2015 
This planner is intended as a guide and as such any event may be subject to change.  

Cross Country Vehicle Trial 
 29th March 2015 @ Badwell Ash  

 
The ground is similar to Newbourne with soft sand and waterholes, but 

also a good selection of mud, axle twisters, clay banks and steep drops. 

It is an open site with virtually no trees so a good one for spectators.  

As we only have the site for the day you must be there early for 

scrutineering, followed by a prompt 10 am start (no Late entries Sorry) 

and be prepared for a full day’s trialing.  

Pre Booking for this event is via the Club Forum or email 

compsec@slroc.uk.com.  

Remember pre-booking entrance fee £15 or Arrive and drive £20, (pre-

booking closes 2 weeks prior to the event).  
 

Directions  
Follow A1088 north. About 1 mile through Norton turn right to 

Stowlangtoft, Hunston & Badwell Ash. Once through Badwell Ash turned 

right signposted Badwell Ash Green.  

Site entrance 1/2 mile on right  

OS sheet 155 grid ref 000 693  

When Show  Where CoC / Org 

April 11th – 12th   Custom Car show Stonham Barns TBA 

April 25th – 26th  Mid and West Suffolk Show Stonham Barns TBA 

May 23rd – 24th  Land Rover Spring Adventure Harrogate N/A 

May 27th – 28th  Suffolk Show Trinity Park C. Finbow 

June 20th – 21st  Vintage Rally and County Fair Goodrich Park N. Warden 

July 4th – 5th  Long Melford Show Long Melford TG + JO 

July 11th – 12th  Country Fair, Wings & Wheels Heveningham  R. Heather 

31/7 - 2/8 Land Rover Fest Billing N/A 

Aug 16th  Classic Car Show Stonham Barns TBA 

Sept 13th  Club Open Day Newbourne H+C+A Jeff 

Sept 19th – 20th  Henham Steam Rally Henham Park R. Heather 

Sept 19th – 20th LRO Show Peterborough C. Finbow 

mailto:compsec@slroc.uk.com?subject=CCVT%20Badwell%20Ash%2029/3/15
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Please Support Our Advertisers As They Support Us! 

Please mention ‘Nooze’ when replying to adverts 



Day into Night Trial - 7/2/15 - Newbourne 
 
Firstly, I would like to say well done and a big thank you to the COC and 
marshals for putting in the time and hard work setting out the sections in some 
really bad weather. 
There was a really good turn out of runners and riders (sixteen I think). It was 

great to see a nice mix of 90s, discos, 110s and my own built 80 trialer and 
lastly the Whitbread built trialer. This one costing considerably more than mine, 
I must add..... 
Drivers briefing happened at 12 noon, for a 1 o'clock start, as this was the day 

into night trial. This is something I had never done before, though it sounded 
like fun I was unsure what to expect. We walked the first section chatting to the 
others on our way round, I like chatting. We started down the line a bit, we 

being me and Andy Broadley, who was double driving Tiger (my car), we both 
started with clear rounds, as I think most did as the first section was nice. This 
being due to the changing ground conditions from when the sections were set 
out a week earlier. We carried on through the sections until a difficult 1 gate, in 
which I did not clear to Andy's joy as we were level 0 points up to that point. His 
joy quickly vanished as he also scored a one as well. Still level. 

We carried on and did six sections in day light, stopped for a long tea break till 

darkness fell (not the band). Restarted at 5.30pm, I was first up on the re-run 
of the first section, a little tweak of the newly fitted lights, to have them in the 
right direction and away we went. Two new sections were done, luckily I had 
brought a light to see when we walked the sections "more luck than planning”. 
We got to the one from last section, Andy collected one more point :( the 
pressure was on but tiger worked well for me and no more points. 

Thank you for a great trial meeting and hope to see you all soon.  
 

Rowley Hill. 
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Competition Results 

Tyro Trial @ Newbourne, 8/2/15 
 

All competitors were in one class. 

Day Into Night Trial @ Newbourne, 7/2/15 

Class 1 

1st R. Hill 1pt 3rd M. Hooper  8 pts 

2nd A. Broadley 2pts 4th A. Cutting RTD 

Class 2 

1st T. Dyer 3pts + 8s 7th J. Eley 19pts + 7s 

2nd M. Whitting 11pts + 4s 8th M. Hitchings 23pts 

3rd C. Cole 13pts + 9s 9th H. Jeff 27pts 

4th M. Baldwin 15pts + 7s 10th J. Whitting 38pts 

5th R. Ford 17pts + 4s 11th A. Best RTD 

6th A. Jeff 18pts    

1st N. Warden 6pts + 7s 8th P. Johnson 21pts + 5s 

2nd E. Fleming 7pts 9th = H. Elson 26pts 

3rd S. Cullum 9pts 9th = M. Vince 26 (16 + 10) 

4th P. Fleming 11pts 11th C. Jeff 27pts 

5th O. Brown 16pts 12th F. Elson 33pts 

6th E. Johnson 18pts + 4s 13th C. Best RTD 

7th A. Best 18pts + 7s    



Unit 6 Westmead, Hedingham Rd, Gosfield, 

Halstead, Essex, CO9 1UP 

OVER 30 LED 

LIGHTS NOW IN 

STOCK 

ALL SHAPES AND SIZES, FLOOD & SPOT 

Come and see our fully functioning 

display and see how they perform.  

£19.20 

£82.80—£240 

£30 
£120 

PARTS / SERVICE / REPAIR / MOD’s 
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“When One Becomes Two!” 
 
So you have a winch drum full of lovely synthetic winch line and for whatever 
reason “one becomes two!” So how do you get it back into one again. Well, one 
of the big benefits of Synthetic line is that it can be simply spliced back 
together. I was taught this method during my first ever winch trial, when an 

unexpected failure of a snatch block, (I thought), had put pay to the rest of our 
trial. I’ve since shared this method with some other members but have been 
meaning for a while now, to do a write up on how this splice is done. 
So below is a step by step guide I think its fairly self explanatory but if anyone 

needs any help or advice I’m always happy to help so just ask, Contact details at 
the back of Nooze, Enjoy Chris  

1) So your winch rope snaps and 
this is the sort of end you’re left 
with, unfortunately, not really 
suitable to start splicing! Now there 

are specialist kits however this 
method works just as well.  

2) In order to make the ends easier 
to splice you need to create a stiff, 
tapered point. For this I simply use 
common old insulation tape and a 

sharp knife. 

3) To create the taper you’ll need to 
cut back some of the strands, then 
with your tape tightly wrap the end 
to create the point. Tip: keep the 

tape neat and smooth as it will help 

later on. 

4) With Both ends of the winch line 
to be spliced now prepared, mark 
40cm(min), on both ends. These 
markers will become the middle of 

the splice. 



 

5) To start, lay the winch line out as 
it will  be, once joined. Now bunch 
up the winch line to open up the 
weave. 

7) Now move along the main winch 

line and thread back up through to 
create the second pass through. 

9) These three passes are the main 
part of the splice, next part is to tidy 
up the loose end by hiding it inside 

the main winch line. By bunching 

the main line feed the tapered point 
up the inside. 

6) Next thread the point of the Right 
hand end through the left hand 
section. Make sure it passes through 
the middle of the main line, then 

pull this through until the two 
markers are level. 

8) Repeat again to give a third pass. 

At this point you can pull this tight 
so that the lines lay parallel and 
tightly together. (I’ve left mine 

loose for this demonstration) 

10) Feed this as far as possible up 
the middle of the main line (note 
I’m using off-cuts for this 

demonstration) You need to go far 

enough to make sure the end will be 
completely hidden inside. 



11) Now pull enough of the end 
through to allow you to remove the 
insulation tape (important, as the 
splice relies on friction) make sure 

at this point the three passes are 
snuggly parallel to each other. 

13) Now to complete the splice pass 

the remaining end through the main 
line for the first pass. 

15) As with before, start to feed the 
end up the middle of the main winch 
line. Make sure you again pull the 
“weave passes” tight and get them 

laying snuggly together. 

12) Holding the splice at the 
markers, smooth the splice towards 
the main line, as the weave of the 
main line closes back up the cut end 

will disappear inside the mainline. 
That’s half of the splice done. 

14) Then back through, for the 

second pass and then back again for 
the third and final pass. 

16) Bunch up the main line and feed 
the end well past, then bring it out 
of the middle of the main winch line 
and remove the insulation tape. 
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17) As before hold the middle of the 

splice and smooth the weave along 
the main winch line.  

18) Spend a few minutes making 
sure that the splice is pulled tight 
and all lays parallel. Finally the 
splice will need putting under 

tension, do this as you re-spool 
back onto the winch drum.  

Club Driving Day Raffles 
 
Those of you who regularly attend the clubs driving days may have noticed I 
have taken on running of the clubs driving raffles, over the past year I've set up 
a book, create a bank of stock prizes, and over this time, I am pleased to say 

that the Raffle has raised just over £300. These funds have then used to help 
with the running of the club house and its facilities, last year it paid for all the 
tea, coffee, milk, sugar, etc. All the cleaning and supplies for the kitchen and 
toilets, paid for the fuel for the generator, mowers and strimmer. As well as a 
few one off items like new kettles and tables for the kitchen area at the shows. 

The Raffle is just another part of what keeps the club site going and I am keen 
to give others the opportunity get involved. there are a number of ways you can 

do this, you could take on the event as a whole for 1 day i.e. purchase the 
prizes, set up & sell tickets on the day. Alternatively if you prefer you can make 
use of the stock prizes I already have or just help sell tickets on the day, either 
way your help would always be appreciated . So if you know you are going to be 
up & feel that you can help out, please get in touch, Chris's contact detail are at 
the back of Nooze and he'll pass on any messages to me.  
 

Many thanks,  
 

Heidi Finbow. 



 







His ‘n’ Hers Busman’s Holiday! 

After a busy day of  ‘industrial gardening’ at the club a few months back, I got 

home late & suggested to my better half, Alison, that we pop up to Felixstowe 

for cod & chips on the front to make the most of a nice sunny evening? Having 

taken me up on such a tempting offer, we devoured the seaside delicacy & went 

for the obligatory stroll down to the pier & back. Whilst chatting, Alison looked 

up at the non-illuminated coloured seafront lights & mentioned that she’d never 

been to Blackpool Illuminations. We were soon home so I checked the dates & it 

turned out that they were due to be switched on the following month, the same 

time as our 10th Anniversary. Not quite the Seychelles but neither of us is 

bothered about that sort of stuff; we’d rather see what’s closer to home. 

Once we’d decided on a date, I said “why don’t we go up to the Peak District en-

route the day before & make a long weekend of it?” Agreed, I started looking at 

more scenic routes, it was such a shame that we were in the ‘sensible estate 

car’ & not my Defender, all those lanes that need taming!  There were also a few 

places Alison wanted to visit whilst up that way so I started to plan a route on 

the laptop. You see, Alison is very interested in the Yorkshire Ripper, well, more 

his victims & their families – one thing led to another & before we knew it, we 

were into a 5 day trip incorporating more places than initially envisaged.  

Having worked the previous few nights, I got my usual 3 or 4 hours kip, loaded 
the car & off we went. Typical for a Friday, the A14 was heaving. Hold ups at 
Cambridge, Huntingdon, Kettering & finally a 10 mile tailback towards the M1/
M6 junction all tested me but none were a match for my diversionary skills! 

Eventually we arrived at our Hotel just outside Bakewell. By some pure fluke I’d 

managed to book us into a room above a small village pub which had awards for 
its local ales, honest, don’t know how that happened ;-) the view along the dale 
was fantastic, shame it was just an overnight stop. Still, one of the locals saw 
the SLROC logo on my tee-shirt & so ensued a 40 minute chat about Landies!  
This chap bought his 200Tdi 90 new & still owned it. Okay it's had a new chassis 
& a new engine but it just goes to show the resilience of these working 
machines. Saturday took us into the heart of Manchester where we visited 2 of 

the many places of interest to Alison then we were onto a certain location in 

Liverpool, in particular ‘Brookside Close’, yes that Brookside Close. I never 
watched it but Alison was an avid fan, she just wanted to be able to say she’d 
been there. 
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Sunday entailed a visit to Blackpool Zoo where on June 11th this year, 2 male 

tiger cubs were born. They've been named Barney & Radzi after the Blue Peter 

presenters. They're the 1st stripy babies on site for more than 18 years so it 

was quite special to see. 

Zoo done, we had 
a spare couple of 
hours so we 
headed for the 
bar in our hotel 

for a 'cheeky 

one', little did we 
realise it was the 
S o u t h p o r t 
airshow until we 
h e a r d  t h e n 
glimpsed a pair of 
Lancaster bombers, a Spitfire, a Eurofighter (although we heard this ages before 

we saw it) & of course the red arrows... what a spectacle over the sands with a 

cold pint sat on the sea front with pure blue skies in 20 degree sunshine, 
wonderful afternoon! 

Monday - After a leisurely breakfast we headed yet further north to do 

something I've wanted to do for some years & that is, visit the Lake District. I 
used to pass the area quite frequently but time was always against me. It wasn't 
much better this time as I only had one day free. Firstly, we left the M6 at J36 & 
headed towards Scafell Pike, the highest mountain in England. I just wanted to 
see it, to say I'd been there... Unfortunately, a heavy mist had come down to 

around 100 feet or so meaning it was cold, damp & car headlights on. Typical 
British weather! Unperturbed we then headed to Ambleside & Waterhead on the 

north shore of Lake Windermere for a cruise aboard their largest steamer, MV 
Swan. The lake itself has a few claims to fame including- Windermere at War - 
The Flying Boat Factory. White Cross Bay (named to commemorate the death of 
two young local fishermen in 1853) is quiet today but during World War II it was 
the site of manufacture of one of the most sophisticated aircraft of its time. The 
first Sunderland was launched 10th September 1942 with three aircraft being 
produced every month afterwards until a total of 25 full rebuilds & 35 new builds 

were completed. By 1949 the buildings were sold off but even today, the slipway 
remains. 

Since 1966, Lake Windermere has supplied the Manchester area with an 
additional 20 million gallons of water per day, that's on top of the 25 million 

gallons per day already taken from other areas of the Lake District! A pump 
house is built 20m underground along the lakes edge. 6 x 1600hp pumps lift the 
water 627 feet up to a concealed underground & landscaped balancing reservoir 
just beyond Windermere village from where it flows by gravity to a local 

treatment works near Kendal, finally to enter the aqueducts to make its own 
way down the Country. This treated water also supplies a large part of the North 
West of England. 
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So now 'my' time is over, it's back to the places of interest to Alison & they are 
the places where the bodies of the Yorkshire Ripper's 13 victims were found! I 

know, I know! But it's to do with her line of work so who am I to argue? I’m just 
the driver... we now start to head southeast across the A65 & the edge of the 

scenic Yorkshire Dales to Halifax arriving at around 3-30pm to visit 1 site. That 
done, we ventured over to Huddersfield for another site, 4 in Bradford including 
the Rippers house where his ex-wife still lives & another site in Pudsey finishing 
at around 6-30pm. Shower, beer & food (not necessarily in that order) were on 
my mind!   

Not knowing where we were going to end up that night we had nothing booked 

so I downloaded the Premiere Inn app & asked it to find us the nearest Hotel. An 
easy task you might think? Well yes, it was, we headed to their 'City West' 
establishment. Just a shame that we didn't know we were about to embark on 
our worst hotel experience ever! I've gone on long enough so let’s just say that 
after a very very long night we left with a full refund & an apology from head 

office on Trip Advisor!  

Our last day comprised of 4 visits around Leeds City Centre, one of which was to 
the Rippers 1st victims’ house. She was Wilma McCann who resided & worked 

within the red light district of the town. She was found approximately 100 yards 

from her home in playing fields to the rear of her property. We walked around 
the area, it was quite eerie. Anyway, the last place we visited was Roundhay 
Park, a nice area, vast too. Having contemplated the last few days over coffee 
from the Jetboil we got in the car for our journey home... home was stop 
number 19 of our road trip. 771 miles in total, hardly a 'holiday' from driving for 
me but just look at the brownie points I earned!!  

Jay Smith 

For Sale 
 

1993 300 Tdi Discovery Auto, Black, 110K miles, MOT till July 2015, 2 

inch body lift, 4 inch suspension lift, 5 33 12.50x15 Kumho KL71’s on 

10x15 modulars. Double cranked trailing arms, X-Springs on rear, 

Safari snorkel, twin batteries and alternators - £2500 NO OFFERS. 

 

Yellow 2 door Range Rover “Bad Bob”. 3.5 Manual, MOT Till July 2015. 

Hught spec and well known in the club scene - £1500 NO OFFERS. 

 

Also for sale, “Badger Bob”. 3.5 Auto 4 door Range Rover - £500 NO 

OFFERS. 

 

For further details on all of these vehicles call Martin on 07811 

742851 
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26 Countries... 26000 miles... 

Zero Punctures! - Part 25 
 
Day 133 12/4. Yacht Club (Club Naval), Point-Noire, Congo 
4°47.37'S 11°50.91'E. Miles today 7, Total Miles 12168 
After a superb nights sleep, we went off to explore the town and to use up the 
last of our Central African Francs, as they are worthless from now on. After a 
quick and cheap fuel top-up, we investigated the wonderfully modern, super fast 
net café, complete with super strength air-con. Halfway through, Rob got up to 

check on the car, only to find some small Congolese child had taken the liberty 

of washing Dino for us. Rob was furious, as he said they really should ask first 
and if we give him any money, then he'll never learn. I, on the other hand, felt 
really sorry for him, as he had done such a good job and surely this was him 
just showing some entrepreneurial strength. Plus, we were also quite 
embarrassed driving around this swanky town in a mud bucket but Rob 

admitted to actually being proud. I subsequently slipped the boy some money 
but Rob spotted me. Too late!  Anyway, a quick tour of the supermarkets (the 
Park and Shop is heaps cheaper than La Citie by the way) and we headed back 
to the Yacht Club, having spent all our Francs except for enough for a round of 

beers in the Vegas Bar tonight. Alas, back at the club we were met by the dude 
running the show, who explained that camping is no longer free and that we had 
to pay €2.30 each per night. Balderdash, there goes our beer money. 
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Day 134 13/4. Congo-Cabinda border 
4°59.36'S 12°03.32'E. Miles today ?, Total Miles ??? 

It's only 8am and it's already 30C and the GPS has finally kicked the bucket. No 
problem, we thought, we don't really need it. We'll....um....navigate by the sun. 

Yeah, let's be true adventurers! Well, we got lost just trying to leave Point Noire. 
In my defence though, it was very overcast with no possibility of solar 
navigation and the manual compass didn't work inside the car! After a long hunt 
through town, we found one lonely Garmin Etrex looking for a new home. An 
outrageous price, even with the 20% discount (the French shopkeeper took pity 
on us!) So bad, I can't bring myself to reveal it.  Very keen to keep moving 
south (now that we knew where south was) in search of cooler climates and less 

bugs, we headed off towards the enclave of Angola Cabinda on a pretty good 
tarred road. As usual, the border crossing took forever but at least it was a busy 
market crossing, which kept us entertained with a bit of people watching. Just 
how many plantains can you fit into a small trailer and approach the barrier at 
rapid pace hoping no-one will stop and ask questions? On departing the Congo, 
a very argumentative woman tried to make us pay for the carnet stamp but I 

think this was just because they thought we were entering and we had to 
explain why the previous lemon had written in the departure section. Not easy 
when your French is minimal.  Now, if only we had some plantains, we could 

speed this up. 



Summary of SLROC Committee Meeting. 
 

Date: Wednesday 7th January 2015  
 
Apologies: Dan Rogers, Neil Warden, David Rolfe 
 
Attendees: Chris Finbow (chair), Michael Whitting (minutes), Andy Jeff, Hannah 

Jeff, Alan Pole, Andy Beevers, Pat Corps 
 
Guests: Brian Moore 
 

Notes from previous meeting 
Proposer: Andy Beevers  AP apologies added and AB spelling checked on  

Seconded: Hannah Jeff  all minutes. 
 
Actions from previous meeting 
05-04-14 - 02-05-14 - HJ to create ‘Club in the media’ and ‘Chosen charities’, 
‘useful links’ pages on the new website. And ‘club advertisers’ section on the 
forum. Ongoing – Advertisers section nearing completion  
02-06-14 – CF to organise a meeting with the Suffolk show organisers re: 

maintenance to the off road course. Ongoing 
02-10-2014 – AJ to get quotes for the signs for the club site. Ongoing 
07-10-2014 – CF to contact JB re: interclub trial in March. Done 
02-11-14 – AJ to pass insurance certificate to MW. Done 
01-12-14 - CF Check with AP that everything is OK for MPDD and the 
subsequent January Driving Date. Done 
02-12-14 - HJ Message DR regards the effect the previous events have had on 

the courses. Done 
03-12-14 - HJ Need to update galleries with outstanding pictures, also to add a 

general ‘Archive’ gallery. Ongoing 
04-12-14 - PC to sort out list of marshal attendance to ensure marshals attend 
enough events throughout the year. In Hand 
05-12-14 - HJ to add a push for marshals on the forum. Done 

06-12-14 - AJ to purchase rechargeable batteries for the walkie-talkies. Done 
 
Membership  
AP - 69 Full members - as at 7th January – including 8 New full members 
 24 Joint members – including 2 New joint members 

 
AJ has had members ask if there is a way of paying membership fees online. AP 

advised that they are able to make a bank transfer to the bank details in Nooze, 
but they must put their membership number with the payment. 
 
AJ and HJ have requested membership lists (with email addresses for HJ) for 
use with the forum and Nooze. AP to email up-to-date member list to whole 
committee. 
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Finance  
AB £11,511.75 in the bank, including charity funds. 

CF to contact Suffolk Show org. re: who cheque needs to be made payable to. 
AB we have had quite a tepid response from our chosen charities re: collection of 
their cheques.  
AB has suggested that he contact them to discuss the tepid response from them.  
AB has suggested that if the chosen charities are not forthcoming about 
receiving the funds, then we split their element of the funds and spread this 

between the other charities. – All agreed that this was a sensible idea for the 
next committee meeting. 
 

Club Site – DR’s report 
After the last driving day there are now 5 problem areas 2 on the yellow, 2 on 
the black and 1 on the woodland, these are now beyond a bit of making good 
with a shovel and are going to need to be done with a mini digger. It will also be 

good to get them done before Gareth takes over the role and hopefully before 
the next driving day. 
 
CF a new gas bottle is needed for the rear cabin. 
 

Website & Social Media 
HJ 345 likes and increasing on Facebook. 

HJ has had lots of PMs re: membership details and has been giving out details 
for the membership secretary. 
HJ we’ve had a large number of spam accounts on the forum and we’ve had to 
close registration until it is possible to block this from happening.  
HJ has now begun to edit/update the website and needs to be done again soon. 
But it is going well. 

Moderated forum posts were reviewed and reinstated on the grounds that the 

information contained was in the public domain already and not inaccurate. 
 
Nooze 
AJ  250 ordered – 253 received 
 181 posted 
 47 delivered by hand 

 32 emailed 
 
CF colour copies are looking very good. 

 
Shows & Events – No report 
 
Public relations – No report 

 
Safety and Training 
PC the in-house trainer’s winch training course has been organised and is set for 
29th March. 
PC the 3 in-house trainers are self-funding their winch training courses and the 

cost to them is £135 per person.  
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Competitions 
CF David Rolfe has made the decision to resign from the post of Comp Sec with 

immediate effect. The committee accepts his resignation. 
CF has agreed to deal with this in the interim period and HJ is able to help with 

the online aspect of events. 
 
Correspondence 
HJ email received from Wattisham airfield asking if any members that have 
Military vehicles would be interested in attending an event that they are holding 
in the coming months. 
MW we have received the 2015 MSA membership renewal certificate. 

 
Club shop – No report 
CF to contact DM re: monthly club shop reports.   
 
Any other business  
Brian Moore attended to inform us of what has been discussed re: Trial bike 

events. Brian has asked that one or more members of the committee attend on 
the 11th January in order to discuss the use of the course.  
Brian advised that the proceeds of these events will go to charity. 

 
PC firepower fire extinguisher certificate has now been received. 
 
CF has requested that the committee clarify their understanding of how 

members are nominated for committee before the AGM. CF to email the 
committee with the system that is in place for member nominations. 
 
CF has requested the Life saver bottle to be brought to the next committee 
meeting. 

 
CF has been looking at the company articles and associations and has found 

that these are out of date and do not relate to the current act and need 
updating. This will be looked at in detail at a later date. 
 
Summary of new actions 
01-01-2015 - CF to contact Suffolk show organisers re: who cheque needs to 
be made payable to. 

02-01-2015 - AP to email up-to-date member list to whole committee. 

03-01-2015 – CF to contact DM re: monthly club shop reports.   
04-01-2015 - CF to email the committee with the system that is in place for 
member nominations. 
05-01-2015 – AP to bring the Life Saver bottle to the next committee meeting. 
 

Meeting closed 10:06pm 

 
Next meeting to be held on Wednesday 4th February 2015 at the club 

site. 
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SLROC CLUB SHOP 
 

Clothing, Stickers, etc 

 

All clothing is available to order in a range of sizes and colours, 

just ask! 
 

 

 

Prices are correct at time of going to print but may be subject to change.  

T-Shirt £10.00 

Polo Shirt £13.00 

Sweatshirt £16.00 

Hoodie £16.00 

Rugby Shirt £24.50 

Fleece £20.00 

Bomber Jacket £32.00 

Overalls £34.00 

Children’s T-Shirt £9.50 

Children’s Polo Shirt £11.50 

Children’s Fleece £19.50 

Children’s Polo Hoodie £14.00 

Children’s Bomber Jacket £29.00 

Baseball Cap £10.00 

Embroidered Hat £10.00 

Door / Panel Sticker £4.00 

Small Sticker £1.00 

Window Sticker £1.00 

www.slroc.uk.com Sticker (Black, Orange, Silver, 

Yellow, Red & White) 

£1.50 

Cap Light £3.00 

Childs Hi-Viz Vest £2.50 



SLROC CLUB SHOP 
 

Recovery Gear 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prices correct at time of going to print but may be subject to change. 
The Club Shop is at most events, and items are also available from: 

 

Dave Marriott: 07891 917056 - Email: clubshop@slroc.uk.com 
 

Please get in touch if you wish to collect items from a Show. 
Items will soon be featured on our web site at www.slroc.uk.com 

2M Bridle £21.00 

5M Rope  £30.00 

 7M Rope  £35.00 

9M Rope  £40.00 

Bow Shackle £8.00 

‘Jate’ type Recovery Ring £15 .00 

Battery Clamp £6.00 

Rigger Gloves (1 pair) £1.00 

http://www.slroc.uk.com


CLUB PRESIDENT 

Ralph Lambourne 
 

 

CHAIRMAN 

Chris Finbow 
07771 588298 

chair@slroc.uk.com 
 

 

CLUB SECRETARY 
Michael Whitting 

secretary@slroc.uk.com 
 

TREASURER  

Andy Beevers 
Tel: 01206 385678   

andrewbeevers@thinkpositive.co.uk 

 

VICE CHAIR & CLUB MAGAZINE 
Andy Jeff 

07801 470055 
vicechair@slroc.uk.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
Alan Pole 

42 Rosecroft Close, Clacton-on-Sea  

Essex CO15 4RE 
01255 431608 or 07771 678282 

membership@slroc.uk.com 

 

OFF ROAD SECRETARY  
Dan Rogers 

07780 847157 

offroadsec@slroc.uk.com 

 

CLUB CONTACTS 
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SAFETY & TRAINING OFFICER 
Pat Corps 

07887 500799 
safety@slroc.uk.com 

 

SHOW CO-ORDINATOR 
Neil Warden 

07850 168902 
events@slroc.uk.com 

 

COMPETITION SECRETARY 
Position Vacant 

 

CLUB SHOP 
Dave Marriott 
07891 917056  

clubshop@slroc.uk.com 

 

CLUB P.R. & PROMOTION OFFICER 
Position Vacant 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA & WEB SECRETARY 
Hannah Jeff 

websec@slroc.uk.com 

 

CLUB CONTACTS 

Please note: Some of the Committee Members have requested that details of their ad-
dresses are not published within the newsletter for personal reasons. Please do not let this 
put you off contacting any of the Committee, they will be only too glad to receive phone 
calls (as long as they are at a reasonable time of day, say no later than 9:30pm).  
If you have any mail you wish to pass on to a Committee Member then it can be sent via 
any of the published addresses above. The Committee also respects the privacy of each 
and every Club member, and to that end, we do not give out details of Club members to 
any other  organisation. 
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Important Information 
 

On entering the access lane to the site, please adhere to the 5mph 

speed limit. Failure to do so, may result in removal from the site with no 

refund of fees. 

If only watching or socialising, please turn right to park in the 

rear car park. Do not park in the main car park or proceed to 

signing-on/scrutineering. 

Trailers to be parked in designated area in main parking area. 

If taking part in the event please stop at the signing-on hut first:  

For insurance purposes, membership cards must be available for  

inspection at any club driving event, if requested. Only members holding 

a full UK driving licence* and who have signed on, may drive at any 

club event. *With the exception of ‘Tyro Trials’ where Supplementary  

Regulations may allow drivers of 13 years and upwards. 

Then continue to scrutineering: All vehicles must be scrutineered prior 

to driving onto the courses. Minimum requirements for recovery points 

are two-points at the front with bridle, and manufacturer’s tow hitch at 

the rear or two ‘Jates’ and bridle. Please fit bridle before scrutineering. 

Seat belts (inc. lap-belts) must be fitted and worn by all occupants. 

(No belt, no ride. This is for your own safety). 

Once signed-on and scrutineered, you may continue to the parking area. 

All loose items must be removed from the vehicle before going on the 

courses. Vehicles will be checked for these items and stickers.  

15 mph site speed limit 

No driving along the footpath at the bottom of the site, except at the 

designated crossing point for access to and from the Woodland Course. 

All recoveries under the supervision, and at the discretion of a  

Marshal. All facets of winching operations may only be carried 

out by persons aged 18 and over, including rigging.  

Pedestrians must not walk on the courses, only the access roads- 

this is for your own safety.  

Children (under 16’s) remain the sole responsibility of 

parents/carers at all times.  Children must wear a Hi–Viz vest 

whilst outside a vehicle in all areas. Children must be 

accompanied by an adult in all active vehicle movement areas. 

Dogs must be kept on leads and under proper control at all times. 

It is the responsibility of the owner to clear up after your dog(s).  

Do not drive roped-off areas.  

Do not remove ropes or posts unless instructed by a Marshal. 

Strictly no drinking and driving. No motorcycles or quad bikes.  

No tractor, Implement or overly-aggressive treaded tyres. 

Please take all your litter home with you. 

The Marshal’s decision is final 






